This document describes the standardization process of the Harmonized Histories. The Harmonized Histories is a comparative database of rich reproductive and union histories from surveys conducted in a number of countries in Europe. Given that birth and union data has been collected in a number of ways in different surveys, it has been very difficult to conduct cross-national analyses of recent union and fertility behavior over time. A team of researchers called the Nonmarital Childbearing Network has cleaned and standardized the surveys according to guidelines set out in this manual. Currently, the database includes data from the Generations and Gender Surveys (GGSs)
Introduction
This document explains our strategy for formatting standardized fertility, union, and home-leaving histories, as well as background variables. The document includes general specifications for the standardization process, but we highly recommend that researchers consult COUNTRY-SPECIFIC DOCUMENTATION to see how each variable was coded for each country. This documentation will be available to the user after he or she has received permission to use the data. Each survey has idiosyncrasies, which may result in inconsistencies in codes and missing variables.
Although we have done the best to ensure comparability, researchers may decide they would like to recode some variables based on original data. We hold no responsibility for errors that may have arisen during the coding procedures.
An overview of the variables is given in the Appendix of this document.
General Considerations

Two versions of the data are available
One version of the data includes separate files for each country. The other version is combined into one pooled file.
Each database contains a variable ID and a three-digit country code (the first two numbers refer to the country, the third refers to a particular survey from that countrysee Appendix 1). Another country-specific ID is included so that the harmonized database can be merged with GGS databases, if available. The Original ID`s for Bulgaria and Russia were anonymized because of data protection.
The combined datafile contains the variable RESPID (ID number assigned at merging) and the country specific ID numbers (ARID).
For Bulgaria, the country specific ID is a string variable. Since all other countries had numeric variables for the ID, we replaced the Bulgarian country specific ID with a newly generated numeric variable called "idinew".
General set up of data (single record data)
The data are in observation-unit format, with one observation per line. The data file is made of three kinds of variables: 1) a harmonized identification number to identify all respondents, and a country-specific identification number taken from each standard data file; 2) covariates that can be used to create time-varying histories; 3) background variables. All variable names are in caps.
For some variables the country specific coding is retained (e.g. education, ethnicity).
These variables include a 3-digit country prefix (see Appendix for ISO Alpha-3 codes) followed by the codes from the original dataset. The variables are entered as integer variables. Below is an example from the German GGS and how it is transferred into the harmonized data set. 
Coding in the original data set
Data set up for histories
The dataset includes fertility, union and (first time) leaving home histories. There are two types of variables for the histories: 1) variables that indicate whether the person has experienced a certain event; 2) the dates of the occurrence of the event. All dates that correspond to the histories will be in the format month: xx (e.g. 12); year: xxxx (e.g. 1974).
Coding of missing values
Missing values are coded:
. In addition, the following strategies are followed: For the birth histories, the month of imputed birth should not fall within 9 months of the previous birth. In the union and marriage histories, the randomly imputed start of one union (marriage) should not occur before the end of the prior union (marriage) and the randomly imputed end of one union (marriage) should not occur before the subsequent one.
Histories
Leaving home
Only leaving home for the first time is included.
Fertility histories
Only biological children of the respondent are included in the fertility histories.
Children are ordered chronologically according to their biological order. Another variable indicates if the respondent has any step, foster or adopted children. We cleaned illogical birth dates, for example if the birth dates of children occur before respondents' birth dates or before respondents turn 12. Respondents who lose their partners through death are included in the separation variable, but not in the divorce variable. The divorce indicator is then marked with a -4 for widows.
Union histories
We cleaned the data for unions only if divorces occurred before marriages (for the same union). We changed the divorce date to match the separation date, if available.
We also corrected dates in which marriages or unions occurred before the birth of the respondent or before the respondent turned age 12 (since it is illegal to get married before that age in most countries).
Partners' characteristics
The partner characteristics refer to the respective union. 
Level of education
There are three types of variables for the highest education level ever achieved:
First, there is "EDU_COU" which is the country specific coding of the level of education. The variable has 6 digits; the first three refer to the country, and the others are all country-specific codes. The variable labels are in the Appendix.
The second education variable is the ISCED classification from 1997. This variable is called "ISCED_7". Each researcher (or the UN research team) used the official ISCED classification for their country to generate this variable.
The third variable is "EDU_3", which collapses the 7 categories of the ISCED_7 variable into "high," "medium," and "low." Researchers may want to adjust these categories using other specifications of the ISCED categories or original data (see, for example, the BHPS data).
INSCHOOL refers to school enrollment at the time of the survey.
EDU_Y refers to the year the highest level of education achieved, according to the original data.
EDU_M refers to the month the highest level of education was achieved, according to the original data.
Imputation of missing date of highest level of education
A variable for the year (IEDU_Y) and the month (IEDU_M) of completion of education is provided. Missing information on these variables was imputed, based on information found in the survey for other respondents with similar levels of education.
In order to impute the year of completion of education, a modal age by level of education is generated. This modal age is used to impute the missing information on the year of completion of education (by adding the modal age and the year of birth).
The month of graduation is imputed based on the mode of the month of all respondents who provided information. In many countries, the imputed month will be 6 (June).
Some countries imputed the date of highest level of education achieved from an external source, for further information see the Country-specific Documentation.
4.2
Time constant socio-demographic variables 4.2.1 Ethnicity, nationality etc.
NATIVE indicates whether a respondent was born in country of interview.
ETHNOS refers to the original country-specific codes for ethnicity and nationality.
The 1 st 3 digits are the country code, and the 2 nd two refer to country-specific codes.
BIRTH_COU is the respondent's birth country (see Appendix for standard list of countries).
If available, year (MIG_Y) and month (MIG_M) of migration to country of interview is included.
Parental background
Number of siblings is included as number of sisters, number of brothers, and total number of siblings. Number of brothers and sisters that died is also included. Most surveys do not specify whether siblings were step-siblings or adopted. Although some (e.g. Norway) only refer to biological siblings.
Mother and Father's occupation at age 15 is included as two types of variables. The first is a variable that includes country-code prefixes: WORK_MO & WORK_FA.
These variables refer to the original codes, but use 2 digit ISCO codes where available.
In addition, we included a 3-digit comparative variable: ISCO3_MO & ISCO3_FA.
This variable is based on ISCO-codes, but with only three categories: NATIVE_MO and NATIVE_FA are indicator variables for whether the mother and father were born in the country of interview. BIRTHCO_MO and BIRTHCO_FA denote the country of origin of the parents (country coding).
There are two variables that capture whether the respondent has experienced parental divorce. PARDIVEV indicates whether the parents had ever divorced. PARDIV_15
indicates whether the respondent's parents divorced or separated before age 15: 
Characteristics of place of residence
REGION denotes the country region at time of residence. This variable is country specific (e.g. Germany: East & West; Italy: North & South). The 1 st 3 digits refer to the country prefix, and the 2 nd two refer to country-specific codes.
Two variables refer to location size at the time of interview. One is country-specific and includes the 3-digit country prefix (SIZE). The other was constructed by MPIDR after examining the compatibility of all datasets (ISIZE). The variable ISIZE has been coded as follows:
1 Urban 2 Rural.
Other
Another variable refers to location size at age 15 (SIZE15). The same coding procedures apply as above.
Other background variables
Two variables refer to religion at the time of interview. One is country-specific and includes 3-digit country codes (RELIGION There is also a variable for the total number of adopted children (ADOPT) and foster children (FOSTER). Also the total number of step-children is included (STEP).
Weights
Three variables for weights are included if available: Household weights (HHWGT), individual weights (PERSWGT), and kish weights (KISHWGT). 
Belgium
For Belgium, the original data comes from the first wave of the Generations and 
France
For France, data comes from the first wave of the Generations and Gender Survey, 
Germany (East and West)
For Germany, we use data from the first wave of the Generations and Gender Survey, 
Italy
The Italian data come from the first wave of the Generations and Gender Survey, 
Romania
For Romania, the original data is from the first wave of the Generations and Gender 
Russia
The Russian harmonized history is based on Wave 1 of the Generations and Gender 
Netherlands FFS
The Dutch data comes from the Fertility and Family Survey which was carried out in 
Poland
The Polish data come from the Employment, Family and Education Survey which was 
